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Wider sidewalks and additional landscaping are among amenities city
leaders say could be added downtown by removing the continuous
center turn lane to narrow Abram Street.
The City Council is expected to vote next month on a contract for a
second phase of study to determine what benefits could be gained by
reducing Abram Street from five lanes to four lanes.
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Council members said last week that they would like a consultant to
illustrate and gather public input on two possibilities for reducing Abram Street to four lanes. One is
between Cooper and Collins streets; the other is a shorter section between West Street and the Tarrant
County Subcourthouse.
That information will help the council decide the future of the downtown section of Abram when it is
rebuilt, which could be as soon as 2015.
Last fall, the council approved $55,000 for the first part of a study on how downtown traffic could be
affected if Abram Street between Cooper and Collins streets were reduced to four, three or even two
lanes. Each lane reduction would free up 10 feet of space to add features such as wider sidewalks, more
landscaping and streetlights, and even parking on the north and south sides of the street, officials have
said.
A pedestrian-friendly downtown is one of the goals adopted in 2004 as part of a vision for the heart of the
city. Additions since that time include numerous restaurants, the Levitt Pavilion and student housing for
the University of Texas at Arlington.
“We hear from property owners that they want to see wider sidewalks, they want to see streetscaping
and the possibility of public art. They really hope Abram can be a gateway street for downtown,” said
Tony Rutigliano, president of Downtown Arlington Management Corp. “That means enhancing the
aesthetics, crosswalks and intersection improvements. It’s really about creating an environment that is
friendly to pedestrians.”
At the Sept. 3 meeting, most council members said they did not want Abram to be reduced to anything
less than four lanes.
“It’s not just an incidental road. I’ve been worried for a while — are we going to add to that congestion?”
said Mayor Robert Cluck, adding that Abram Street is already “wall-to-wall cars” during peak morning and
afternoon travel times.
“I know beautification is important. But I suspect to the average citizen the most important thing is to get
out of town or to get into town.”
Some residents and business owners have previously voiced concerns about reducing the number of
lanes, saying it would create more congestion on Abram Street and drive customers away from
downtown. Reducing Abram to four lanes is expected to add about one minute to motorists’ travel time
between Cooper and Collins streets, according to consultants.
After discussion last week, council member Robert Rivera said he opposed reducing Abram Street traffic
lanes.
“In the several months we have been taking a look at this … I’m convinced the existing five-lane section is
the way I want to go,” Rivera said. “Being able to move the traffic, the significant amount that flows
through daily, that is what I would like to see us move on with.”
Jill House, assistant director of public works, told council members that leaving Abram as five lanes
would not allow for the addition of pedestrian amenities and that reducing it to two lanes would
significantly affect motorists’ travel time and create public safety concerns.
“If there were a wreck, getting emergency vehicles through the corridor would be a challenge,” House
said.
Between 24,000 and 27,000 vehicles use the street each day, but consultants expect an increase of
8,000 to 11,000 vehicles by 2030. Reducing Abram to four lanes is expected to add about one minute to

www.star-telegram.com/2013/09/10/5147648/second-phase-of-study-to-help.html

1/2

10/17/13

Second phase of study to help determine how narrowing Abram Street could benefit downtown | ...
motorists’ travel time between Cooper and Collins streets and about 45 seconds if narrowed only between
West Street and the subcourthouse, according to consultants.
“I don’t see that as a huge impediment to traffic flow, personally,” said council member Robert Shepard,
adding that those two options seem to impact traffic the least.
Council members said public feedback will help with their decision. Two or three public meetings are
expected to be held during the second phase of study.
“Do we want it just to be a thoroughfare or do we deliberately want to slow traffic for an eatery with a
sidewalk cafe or make it more walkable?” council member Sheri Capehart said. “That is really the
overriding question: What do we want Abram Street to function as? That will play hugely in which of these
options we need to go with. I don’t have that answer.”
Arlington voters approved nearly $22 million in the 2008 bond election to rebuild Abram from Cooper to the
Grand Prairie city limits. The proposed contract for the second phase of the study will include $97,500 for
a topographic survey, which is required for the Abram rebuilding no matter how many lanes are built,
House said.
This report includes material from the Star-Telegram archives.
Susan Schrock , 817-390-7639 Twitter: @susanschrock
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